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The University o.f Dayton

News Release

June 20, 1991
Contact: Teri Rizvi
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON TO HOST
WORLDWIDE GATHERING OF MARIANISTS
DAYTON, Ohio -- When Marianist brothers and priests from
around the world gather at the University of Dayton in July, they
are expected to examine how the Roman Catholic religious order
can increase lay involvement in the church and improve ministry
to the world's "castoffs"--the homeless and poor.
It is only the second time in 150 years that the Marianists
--known formally as the Society of Mary--have held a General
Chapter meeting in the United states. In 1971, st. Mary's
University in san Antonio, Texas, hosted the gathering, which is
held every five years.
The 30th General Chapter meeting, scheduled July 1-21, will
draw 80 delegates from Western Europe, North and South America,
the Far East, Eastern Africa and South Asia. They will focus
attention on such issues as lay involvement, Marianist community
life, spiritual reriewal and ministry with "the marginalized" and
developing nations, according to Marianist Brother Thomas F.
Giardino, assistant provincial for the Cincinnati province and
chair of the gathering's steering committee.
Language differences will be no barrier at the meeting,
which will take on the flavor of a United Nations caucus. Thanks
to a state-of-the-art simultaneous interpreting system, delegates
will be able to hear the proceedings in either English, French or
Spanish. Through a wireless computer keypad, delegates can vote
or type out questions to be displayed on a large-screen
projection system.
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Elections for four top Society of Mary posts--superior
general and assistants for religious life, education and
temporalities (finance)--will be held beginning on July 12. In
conjunction with the General Chapter meeting, about 200 Marianist
lay people from throughout North America will meet in a joint
session with the delegates as part of the Marianist Continental
Assembly July 11-14 on UD's campus.
In addition, the University's Center for International
studies will sponsor an international panel of educators from
Latin America, India and Africa to discuss "Population Profiles
in 2000: Implications for Mission and Justice" at 8 p.m. on July
14 in O'Leary Auditorium in Miriam Hall. The panel discussion,
which is free arid open to the public, will focus on how the
Catholic church, with a decline in missionaries, can minister to
the rapidly growing population of developing countries.
The 80 delegates represent the world's approximately 1,800
Marianists. The Rev. William Joseph Chaminade founded the
Society of Mary in Bordeaux in 1817 in the aftermath of the
French Revolution. Today, the Society of Mary, which looks to
Mary, the mother of Jesus, as a model of faith and emphasizes
community life, is active in 30 countries in five continents.
The Mar ianists conduct more than 100 schools in the world,
including 26 high schools and three universities (Dayton, st.
Mary ' s and Chaminade in Honolulu). The University of Dayton is
the largest Marianist-sponsored university in the world.
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Delegates from the Cincinnati province include: the Rev. James
Fitz, provincial superior; Brother Thomas Giardino, assistant
provincial; the Rev. Dennis Gatto, head of religious life;
Brother Raymond L. Fitz, president of UD; the Rev. James L. Heft,
UD provost; and Brother Bernard J. Ploeger, senior vice president
for administration at UD.

